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RESOLUTION # 68 OF 2026 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NATURAL BURIALS

IN BROOKSIDE CEMETERY AND FRANKLIN FALLS
CEMETERY AND ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS
THEREFORE

Councilperson JP O’Neil, who moved its adoption, offer the following Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Town of St. Armand owns, operates, maintains, and/or has responsibility for
cemetery property within the Town, including Brookside Cemetery and the portion of Franklin
Falls Cemetery under the jurisdiction and maintenance responsibility of the Town of St. Armand;
and

WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that individuals and families may desire natural or
“green” burial practices that minimize the use of non-biodegradable materials, avoid unnecessary
chemical preservation, and permit human remains to return to the earth through natural
processes; and

WHEREAS, New York State law does not specifically define the term “natural burial” or “green
burial,” and the New York State Department of State, Division of Cemeteries, recommends that
cemeteries wishing to offer natural burial establish rules defining natural burial and specifying
the practices and materials that will be permitted; and

WHEREAS, New York State law does not generally require the embalming of human remains
prior to burial, and New York State funeral regulations recognize direct burial arrangements that
do not require embalming; and

WHEREAS, New York State does not generally require the use of a conventional casket,
concrete burial vault, grave liner, or other outer interment receptacle as a condition of burial and
recognizes the use of unfinished wooden boxes and alternative burial containers constructed of
cardboard, pressed wood, composition materials, canvas, and other suitable materials; and

WHEREAS, New York State Public Health Law § 4201 governs the right to control the
disposition of human remains and provides for the designation of an agent and an order of
priority for persons authorized to control such disposition; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board desires to provide residents and families with the option of natural
burial while ensuring that all interments are conducted safely, respectfully, and in accordance
with applicable New York State and local laws and the rules and regulations of the Town; and

WHEREAS, there is no statewide New York State requirement establishing a specific depth for
graves, and the Town Board therefore finds it appropriate to establish a minimum grave-depth
requirement for natural burials conducted within cemeteries under the Town’s jurisdiction; and
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WHEREAS, the Town Board finds that permitting natural burials under the conditions
established herein is consistent with the respectful and orderly operation and maintenance of
Brookside Cemetery and Franklin Falls Cemetery;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of St. Armand
hereby authorizes natural burials within Brookside Cemetery and within the portion of Franklin
Falls Cemetery under the jurisdiction and maintenance responsibility of the Town of St. Armand,
subject to the provisions of this Resolution and any additional cemetery rules and regulations
duly adopted by the Town; and be it further

DEFINITION OF NATURAL BURIAL

RESOLVED, that for purposes of the Town of St. Armand’s cemetery operations, a Natural
Burial shall mean the interment of intact human remains in a manner intended to permit natural
decomposition and may include burial:

1. Without embalming, except where embalming or other preparation is required by
applicable law or circumstances;

In a biodegradable casket, coffin, container, or unfinished wooden box;
In a biodegradable burial shroud;

Without a concrete or metal burial vault or grave liner; and
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Using other biodegradable materials determined by the Town or its designated cemetery
official to be appropriate for natural burial; and be it further

EMBALMING

RESOLVED, that the Town of St. Armand shall not require embalming solely as a condition of
burial in Brookside Cemetery or Franklin Falls Cemetery when embalming is not otherwise
required by applicable law; and be it further

CASKETS, CONTAINERS, VAULTS AND GRAVE LINERS

RESOLVED, that the Town shall not require a concrete burial vault, metal burial vault, grave
liner, or other outer interment receptacle for a natural burial, provided that the burial otherwise
complies with this Resolution, applicable law, and Town cemetery rules; and be it further

RESOLVED, that acceptable biodegradable burial containers may include, but are not
necessarily limited to:

e Simple unfinished wooden or pine caskets or boxes;

e Wicker or other naturally woven burial containers;

e Cardboard, fiberboard, or other biodegradable containers;
e Natural-fiber burial shrouds; and

e Other biodegradable containers or materials approved by the Town or its designated
cemetery official; and be it further



SIX-FOOT MINIMUM BURIAL DEPTH

RESOLVED, that all natural burials shall be placed in a grave having a minimum depth of six
(6) feet, measured vertically from the finished grade at ground level to the bottom of the grave;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that the six (6) foot minimum grave depth is hereby expressly established as a
Town of St. Armand cemetery requirement for natural burials and shall apply regardless of
whether the deceased is interred in a biodegradable casket, coffin, wooden box, wicker container,
burial shroud, or other approved biodegradable burial container; and be it further

RESOLVED, that no natural burial shall be permitted in a grave having a depth of less than six
(6) feet unless a different depth is required by applicable federal or New York State law or an
appropriate governmental authority having jurisdiction; and be it further

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION AND FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

RESOLVED, that all natural burials shall comply with applicable provisions of the New York
State Public Health Law, including Public Health Law § 4201 concerning the disposition of
human remains, applicable New York State regulations governing funeral directing and
disposition, and all other applicable State and local requirements; and be it further

RESOLVED, that all required death certificates, burial or disposition permits, authorizations,
and other documentation required by law shall be properly completed and provided prior to
interment; and be it further

RESOLVED, that arrangements for the care, transportation, preparation, and burial of human
remains shall be made through a duly licensed and registered New York State funeral director to
the extent required by New York State law; and be it further

CEMETERY OPERATIONS

RESOLVED, that all natural burials shall be coordinated with and approved by the Town or its
designated cemetery official prior to interment and shall comply with the Town’s cemetery rules
and regulations, including requirements concerning:

e QGrave location and lot boundaries;

e Grave opening and closing;

Burial depth;

Approved biodegradable burial materials;

Identification and documentation of burial locations;

Monuments and markers;

Plantings, flowers, and landscaping;

Cemetery access;

Maintenance and mowing;

Fees for grave opening, closing, and other cemetery services; and

e Any other reasonable requirements necessary for the safe, respectful, and orderly
operation of the cemetery; and be it further



DESIGNATED NATURAL BURIAL AREAS

RESOLVED, that the Town Board may designate a specific section, sections, lots, or plots
within Brookside Cemetery and/or Franklin Falls Cemetery for natural burials if the Board
determines that such designation is appropriate for cemetery operations, maintenance,
recordkeeping, environmental considerations, or long-term cemetery planning; and be it further

MONUMENTS AND MARKERS

RESOLVED, that monuments and grave markers for natural burial plots shall be permitted
subject to the rules and regulations of the applicable cemetery, and the Town Board may
establish additional requirements concerning the size, type, placement, or materials of markers
within any specifically designated natural burial section; and be it further

SETTLING AND MAINTENANCE OF NATURAL BURIAL GRAVES

RESOLVED, that the Town recognizes that natural burial graves without burial vaults or grave
liners may experience greater settling of the soil than conventional graves, and the Town or its
designated cemetery personnel are authorized to add soil, seed, grade, or otherwise maintain
natural burial graves as reasonably necessary to maintain safe and appropriate cemetery grounds;
and be it further

CONVENTIONAL BURIALS REMAIN PERMITTED

RESOLVED, that nothing contained in this Resolution shall prohibit an individual or family
from selecting a conventional burial, including embalming, a conventional casket, burial vault,
grave liner, monument, or other customary funeral or cemetery service where otherwise
permitted; and be it further

AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER POLICY

RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor, Town Clerk, Cemetery Sexton, Highway
Superintendent, and other appropriate Town officials and employees are hereby authorized to
take such actions as may be reasonably necessary to implement this Resolution, coordinate
natural burials with funeral directors and families, and maintain accurate cemetery and burial
records; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Town Board may from time to time adopt, amend, or supplement rules,
regulations, fees, forms, and procedures governing natural burials in Brookside Cemetery and
Franklin Falls Cemetery as necessary for cemetery administration, maintenance, public health
and safety, environmental protection, and compliance with applicable law; and be it further

COMPLIANCE WITH LAW

RESOLVED, that nothing contained in this Resolution shall be construed as authorizing any
burial or disposition practice prohibited by federal or New York State law, nor shall this
Resolution waive any death certificate, burial permit, disposition authorization, public health,
funeral-directing, recordkeeping, or other requirement imposed by applicable law; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that in the event any provision of this Resolution conflicts with applicable federal
or New York State law, the applicable law shall control without invalidating the remaining
provisions of this Resolution; and






